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Outcome of the 20th Meeting of the  

Response Working Group 

(RESPONSE 20-2015) 

Introduction  

0.1 The 20th Meeting of the HELCOM Response Working Group (RESPONSE 20-2014) was held on 1-
3 June 2015 in Brussels, Belgium, upon invitation by the European Union at the Emergency Response 
Coordination Center (ERCC). 

0.2 The meeting was attended by all HELCOM Contracting Parties, except for Russia, as well as by 
Observers from Sea Alarm and WWF. The List of Participants is attached as Annex 1. 

0.3 The meeting was welcomed by Mr. Hans Das, Head of the Civil Protection Policy Unit at DG 
ECHO. Mr. Das underlined the importance of regional cooperation, with HELCOM as a good example, as well 
as cooperation across European regions i.a. within the Inter-Secretariat meetings. He further mentioned the 
need to ensure good awareness of marine pollution matters among the civil protection contact points of DG 
ECHO in order to enable full utilisation of the EU resources available through the Union Civil protection 
Mechanism. He noted that Sweden has already registered some marine response resources to the voluntary 
pool. He highlighted the availability of financing from DG ECHO to fill gaps also in marine pollution response. 
Finally he mentioned that a new training course for maritime experts will likely be available next year via 
tenders to be launched shortly and wished everyone a good and productive meeting. 

0.4 The meeting was also welcomed by HELCOM Executive Secretary, Ms. Monika Stankiewicz who 
welcomed the financing opportunities provided by DG ECHO for i.a. regional work. She highlighted some of 
the key topics of this meeting including further work on sub-regional cooperation (definition of Baltic 
response sub-regions with shared response capacity targets) as well as the updating of HELCOM Response 
Manual Volume II (chemical spills) and Volume III (on-shore response) and also the contact information in 
Volume I. She welcomed the very positive development with more of the Contracting Parties taking an active 
role in the HELCOM response-related cooperation and for her part wished the Group a fruitful meeting. 

0.5 The meeting was chaired by Chair of the Response Working Group 2015-2016, Ms. Heli 
Haapasaari.  

0.6 Mr. Hermanni Backer, Professional Secretary of HELCOM, and Ms. Laura Meski, Assisting 
Professional Secretary of HELCOM acted as secretaries of the meeting. 

Agenda Item 1  Adoption of the Agenda 

Documents: 1-1, 1-1-Rev.1, 1-2 

1.1 The Meeting adopted the agenda as contained in document 1-1. 

Agenda Item 2  Matters arising from HELCOM meetings 

Documents: 2-1, 2-2, 2-2-Rev.1 

2.1 The Meeting took note of the input by the Chair, Ms. Haapasaari, to the Tenth Meeting of the 
HELCOM Group for the Implementation of the Ecosystem Approach (GEAR 10-2015, 21 April 2015).  

2.2 The Meeting took note of the ‘Roadmap for HELCOM activities on ecosystem approach, which 
is to facilitate planning of major HELCOM deliverables and milestones until 2021 and coordination between 
the HELCOM subsidiary bodies (document 2-1). The Roadmap is a living document, updated as processes 
develop and decisions are taken. 

2.3 As a response to the request by the Gear group to provide input on any new topics in pollution 
response field that require regional coordination, the Meeting decided to suggest the following: 
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― Carry out Baltic wide mapping of prioritised coastal areas to contribute to developing a region-wide 
sensitivity mapping of the Baltic Sea coastline, based on a common and harmonized approach by all 
the coastal countries, which can support management of human activities and their pressures with 
regard to e.g. coastal and marine protected areas, seafloor integrity, Red Listed species and 
habitats etc. 

― Providing input concerning oil pollution on seabed to planned GEAR work related to management 
of human activities impacting the seafloor integrity  

― Developing response related indicators such as the indicator on illegal oil spills  

― Strengthen sub-regional cooperation on needed capacities to respond to medium-size accidental 
pollution, through better defined sub-regions and setting sub-regional targets for needed response 
resources, 

― Developing a regional risk assessment model, for use by all Contracting Parties and to allow for 
more frequent, flexible and less-resource intensive assessment of risks of accidents (possibly in 
cooperation with other Regional Seas Conventions). 

2.4 The Meeting noted that Sweden has an ongoing project on mapping of prioritised coastal areas, 
which could be considered as the input from the Response Working Group to sensitivity mapping. 

2.5 The Meeting considered the request from the Gear group to suggest how the response-related 
commitments in HELCOM (Helsinki Convention, Baltic Sea Action Plan, Ministerial Declarations and 
recommendations) can be followed up as part of the new HELCOM BSAP follow-up system (document 2-2) 
and noted that once the system is developed, a reporting by the Contracting Parties will be initiated in third 
quarter of 2015. 

2.6 The Meeting established a drafting group to further review the commitments. The Meeting 
agreed, as a starting point, on the commitments to be followed up as contained in document 2-2-Rev.1, 
noting that some commitments, especially those emerging from HELCOM Recommendations, should be 
further developed by the Secretariat in consultation with the Group during summer-early autumn 2015. 

2.7 The Meeting took note that the outcomes of RESPONSE WG and MARITIME WG related sub-
groups will be considered under corresponding agenda items. 

Agenda Item 3  Maritime traffic situation 

Documents: 3-1, 3-2, 3-3, 3-4, 3-5 

3.1 The Meeting took note of HELCOM Recommendation 25/7, which was adopted by HELCOM 36-
2015 (3-4 March 2015) with a revised table of ice class comparability (document 3-1). 

3.2 The Meeting took note of outcome of the Fifth Meeting of the HELCOM Group of Experts on 
Safety of Navigation (SAFE NAV 5-2014) held on 3 December 2014 in Copenhagen, Denmark (document 3-2). 
The main topics of the meeting was on under keel clearance and the Group agreed to provide input to the 
content (e.g. general comments on the statistics) of the annual HELCOM report on shipping accidents as 
suggested by RESPONSE 19-2014. 

3.3 The Meeting took note of the HELCOM activities in the Baltic SCOPE project (Towards coherence 
and cross-border solutions in Baltic Maritime Spatial Plans) in which HELCOM is participating as a partner 
(document 3-3). The project started in March 2016 and will go on until September 2016. As on outcome of 
the project and the HELCOM activities, AIS data products on maritime traffic will be developed, which will 
support regional work on preparedness and response. 

3.4 The Meeting took note of the 26th Meeting of the HELCOM Expert Working Group for Mutual 
Exchange and Deliveries of AIS & Data (AIS EWG 26-2015) held on 19-20 May 2015 in Gdynia, Poland 
(document 3-5). 

3.5 The Meeting took note that the AIS EWG will develop intersessionally a guidance on preparing 
and analysing AIS data (work to be coordinated by the Secretariat as part of the Baltic SCOPE project and in 
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cooperation with Sweden) as well as a data model for historic AIS data, which will enable machine-to-
machine communication between national databases including historic AIS data. The AIS EWG is also in a 
process to consider easing access to AIS data from the regional network beyond the list of uses defined in 
Appendix 1 of the HELCOM Recommendation 33/1. 

3.6 The Meeting took note of the information on two EU BONUS projects, SWERA (Sunken wreck 
environmental risk assessment) and STORMWINDS (Strategic and operational risk management for 
wintertime maritime transportation system), focusing also on oil pollution response, which the Finnish 
research and development institutes are participating in (document 3-4). 

3.7 The Meeting welcomed the offer by Estonia to be in contact with the project managers of the 
projects STORMWINDS and GEOOILWATCH, both of relevance for the Response Working Group, to ask for 
presentations at the next meeting of the Response Working Group.  

3.8 The Meeting requested Finland to report to the next meeting of the Response Working Group 
on the activities related to ship-to-ship and bunkering activities and the Correspondence Group on Ship-to 
Ship Operations under the Maritime Working Group led by Finland. 

Agenda Item 4  Matters related to recent response operations 

Documents: None 

4.1 The Meeting took note of the information by Germany on an ongoing incident in North Sea 
involving Purple Beach, a cargo vessel loaded with chemical fertilizer, which is currently on its way to port of 
Wilhelmshaven. The Meeting welcomed the offer by Germany to present further information on the case to 
the next meeting of the Response Working Group. 

4.2 The Meeting took note that all Contracting Parties have by end of April 2015 responded to the 
request circulated by the Secretariat (February 2015) on shipping accident data 2014. The HELCOM report 
will be compiled by the Secretariat during the summer. The maritime traffic part of the report will be revised 
as a result of the ongoing activities on AIS data (cf. paragraph 3.3). A final version of the report is expected in 
autumn 2015. 

4.3 The Meeting recalled that RESPONSE 19-2014 agreed to expand the chapter or add a new 
chapter on pollution response operations, both at sea as well as on the shore, to the HELCOM report and 
invited EWG SHORE to carefully consider the scope and reporting format on incidents involving on-shore 
sources and to report back to the next meeting of Response Working Group. 

Agenda Item 5  National preparedness at sea and on shore 

Documents:  5-1, 5-2 

5.1 The Meeting recalled the discussion at RESPONSE 19-2014 concerning revision of HELCOM 
Recommendation 31/1, that Contracting Parties have different approaches in calculating the required 
national response capacity and have defined different target spills and that Finland offered to lead 
intersessional work on the topic during spring 2015. 

5.2 The Meeting thanked Finland for preparing and circulating (27 March 2015) a questionnaire to 
collect information on national approaches (document 5-1) and took note that as only very few responses 
were received from the Contracting Parties Finland was not able to do any further redrafting of the 
Recommendation intersessionally.  

5.3 The Meeting agreed that the revision of Recommendation 31/1 should be done together with 
revision of Recommendation 28E/12 as it would be beneficial to consider national minimum capacity 
together with the minimum response capacity in the sub-regions. See further discussion on the revision of 
these Recommendations under Agenda Item 6, paragraphs 6.1-6.10. 

http://www.syke.fi/projects/swera
http://stormwinds.aalto.fi/
http://www.bonusportal.org/projects/innovation_projects/geoilwatch
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5.4 The Meeting took note that contingency planning working groups have been established in 
Finland to fulfil objectives and demands related to the new Decree on Oil Pollution Response in Finland 
(249/2014), which was adopted in 1 April 2014 (document 5-2).  

5.5 The Meeting took note of the following information on latest developments in national 
preparedness: 

- Finland: A second national meeting concentrating on education of professionals has been organised 
which will be followed by a meeting on engaging volunteers. ORV Hylje is undergoing basic repair. 
The new multi-purpose ice breaker is under construction according to plans. Sternmax oil recover 
devices have been installed on-board the shallow-water ice breaker Ahto, located in Kemi. The 
Finnish response fleet consists at present of 20 vessels in total. 

- Sweden: The thorough revision of the Swedish national response plan to be ready by end of 2015, 
detailing the strategy agreed in 2014, is progressing and currently looks at contracting transport 
capacity for equipment and storage of recovered oil and oily waste, stockpiles and a new long term 
investment plan within the 2030 time horizon. A pre-study on the Bay of Bothnia vessel KBV181  is 
ongoing  in order to modernize her and install ice recovery equipment as well as inbuilt storage 
capacity. From June 2015 onwards until end of September one of the larger Swedish vessels is 
present in the Mediterranean, which means currently less available capacity in the Baltic. The 
allocation of Swedish marine response resources to the voluntary pool (EU) include currently mainly 
lightering and pump capacity but the process is still ongoing and more capacity can still be allocated.  

In addition, the Swedish Civil Contingencies Agency (MSB) is carrying out a number of response-
related projects: on regional response governance, on framework for onshore exercises, a pre-study 
for BALEX DELTA 2018 and a project on sensitivity mapping. During 2015 develop an action plan built 
on results in the new national strategy for oil pollution 

- Denmark: The possible outsourcing of aerial surveillance is ongoing and a steering group will agree 
on recommendation shortly but due to national elections within two weeks no political decision will 
be made in the immediate future. The project to develop shallow water response capacity according 
to BRISK recommendations is progressing and a concept involving small mobile vessels, which can be 
transported on the road, will be delivered to politicians in the near future. 

- Estonia: To increase the capacity of dealing and preventing maritime pollution Estonian Police and 
Boarder Guard Board is purchasing new maritime pollution vehicles within the EU Cohesion Policy 
Funds 2014-2020. Estonian Police and Boarder Guard Board is purchasing one multipurpose vessel 
and one fixed wing aircraft, which will be delivered by 2018 and the new vessel will replace Kati PV-
202. 

- Germany: The multipurpose vessel Scharhörn is in duty again after a year in the shipyard. In a few 
years Neuwerk (North Sea) and Mellum (North Sea) will be replaced by two new vessels and Neuwerk 
will then replace the Scharhörn.   

- Latvia: Latvia is currently reassessing its capacity and building up a timetable to reach national target 
capacity. Aerial surveillance to be outsourced but no agreement has yet been made. Five new smaller 
catamaran type vessels will be equipped with oil spill response modules. 

- Lithuania: SAR and response capacity is being developed. This includes i.a. a project to replace the 
old Sakiai with a new multipurpose vessel based on anticipated funding from the Ministry of Defence. 
A decision on support from the government is expected during summer. 

- Poland: SAR services are preparing for a new vessel project based on i.a. EU funding. 

5.6 Meeting took note of the presentation by the EU on the current activities on EMSA Pollution 
Response Services (Presentation 1):  

- The contract with OW Copenhagen has been terminated due financial constraints of the contractor. 
The Kontio contract will end in April 2016 and this response capacity will not be replaced. In order to 
address these gaps: 
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o A procurement is ongoing for a vessel in the southern Baltic for which a new contract is 
expected to be signed in end of 2015 and if concluded the vessel would be available by mid-
2016. 

o A procurement for an EMSA equipment assistant service is ongoing in order to establish an 
equipment stockpile in the Baltic Proper service area. Also another stockpile initiative is on-
going for the North Sea. 

- The MAR-ICE (MARine Chemical Information Sheets) service has been extended with two years, until 
2017. The MAR-CIS service is being integrated to other EMSA services. 

- CleanSeaNet services have been upgraded. 

5.7 The Meeting concluded that there are positive developments in the region regarding response 
capacity both at sea and on shore as several Contracting Parties are in the process of modernizing and 
commissioning response vessels. 

5.8 The Meeting requested the Contracting Parties to provide information on latest developments 
in written prior to the meetings for future meetings, if possible. 

Agenda Item 6  Sub-regional co-operation 

Documents: 6-1, 6-2 

6.1 The Meeting recalled the amendments proposed by Finland to increase the national capacities 
in the Guidance for sub-regional plans to quantify needed emergency/response resources in the HELCOM 
Recommendation 28E/12 (cf. document 10-3 of RESPONSE 19-2014) and the view by Latvia that there should 
be a link between national (Recommendation 31/1) and sub-regional (Recommendation 28E/12) capacity. 

6.2 The Meeting recalled the information from Finland on the revision of Recommendation 31/1 
under Agenda Item 5 including the approach to define the minimum response capacity for sub-regions and 
the need to define such sub-regions with joint capacity targets. 

6.3 The Meeting discussed, based on the BRISK project sub-regions (document 6-1), the need to 
define sub-regions in the Baltic Sea to be used i.a. in interpreting and revising the content of 
Recommendation 28E/12.  

6.4 The Meeting recalled that the sub-regions used in the BRISK project were developed primarily 
with technical criteria and with ease of modelling in mind, that other sub-regions definitions are included in 
the various sub-regional agreements such as SWEDENGER or SWEESTLAT and that national response regions 
have been defined according to EEZ in the HELCOM Response Manual. 

6.5 The Meeting drafted a map with four Baltic response sub-regions as included in Annex 2 and 
requested Sweden, Finland and Estonia to submit missing lines to their national coasts from the joint 
Northern Baltic trilateral EEZ junction point according to their national preferences to the Secretariat 
(hermanni.backer@helcom.fi) by 30 June 2015. 

6.6 The Meeting agreed to use the response sub-regions, as specified by input from Finland, Sweden 
and Estonia, for the purposes of revising Recommendation 28E/12 including definitions of sub-regional 
response targets. 

6.7 The Meeting welcomed the offer by Finland to lead the work in drafting response capacity 
targets for the four sub-regions as well as the related revision of Recommendation 28E/12 and 31/1.  

6.8 The Meeting took note that sub-regions are also relevant when considering on-shore response. 

6.9 The Meeting agreed that possibly EMSA capacity in the Baltic should be included when 
calculating total sub-regional response capacity. 

6.10 The Meeting took note that some countries like Sweden have defined the response capacity 
with a time factor, three vessels to reach the location within eight hours, instead of in terms of tons of spilled 
oil. 

http://www.brisk.helcom.fi/
mailto:hermanni.backer@helcom.fi
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6.11 The Meeting took note of the overview list and maps of bi- and multilateral agreements as 
presented in document 6-2 and as included in Chapter 2 of Volume I of the HELCOM Response Manual and 
requested the Secretariat to include the following updates: 

- The Latvia-Estonia agreement (7) was signed on 16 January 2015  – related map to be included, 

- Update the text on agreement for the Poland-Germany (8) and Poland- Russia (10) agreement 
according to provided text by Poland, 

- The map of the Sweden-Denmark-Germany (SWEDENGER) agreement (3) should be modified to 
correspond with the areas specified in the agreement. 

- When agreed the map of the Sweden-Estonia-Latvia (SWEESTLAT) agreement should be included 
according to the areas specified in the agreement. 

6.12 The Meeting invited the Contracting parties to provide links to the available bi- or multilateral 
response agreements in the Baltic Sea, if legally eligible, and any further updates to the Secretariat 
(hermanni.backer@helcom.fi) by 15 June 2015.  

Agenda Item 7  Response on the shore and wildlife response 

Documents: 7-1, 7-2, 7-3, 7-4 

7.1 The Meeting took note of the outcome of the Tenth Meeting of the HELCOM Expert Working 
Group on Response on the Shore (EWG SHORE 10-2015), which was held as on online meeting on 15 April 
2015. The next meeting of the EWG SHORE will be held on 8 September 2015 in 2015 in Swinoujscie, Poland, 
back-to-back with HELCOM BALEX DELTA 2015, focusing mainly on updating the HELCOM Response Manual 
Volume III. 

7.2 The Meeting congratulated Ms. Sonja Dobo for the re-election as Chair for EWG SHORE (summer 
2015-end of 2016). 

7.3 The Meeting took note of the outcome of the Second Meeting of the HELCOM Expert Working 
Group on Oiled Wildlife Response (EWG OWR 2-2014), which took place on 16 December 2014 as an online 
meeting. The next meeting of EWG OWR (EWG OWR 3-3015) is preliminary planned to be held in September 
2015. 

7.4 The Meeting urged the Contracting Parties to actively participate in the work of EWG SHORE and 
EWG OWR and requested Lithuania and Russia to nominate their representatives to both groups by informing 
the Chairs of the groups (sonja.dobo@msb.se (EWG SHORE) and hugo.nijkamp@sea-larm.org (EWG OWR)) 
and the Secretariat (laura.meski@helcom.fi).  

7.5 The Meeting took note of the presentation by Sea Alarm on recent international developments 
regarding wildlife response (Presentation 2, document 7-2) Oiled wild life capabilities (training, resources 
etc.) are being built by the oil industry as well as on the European level. The EU Directive on Safety of Offshore 
Operations, to be transposed to national law by July 2015, poses an obligation for European Member States 
to put integrated OWR plans in place. 

7.6 The Meeting further took note that the OTSOPA Working Group will consider oiled wildlife more 
closely in the future and make use of what HELCOM is doing. 

7.7 The Meeting took note of the two-day training course on oiled wildlife response planning, which 
was held on 16-17 April 2015 in Brussels, Belgium, (Presentation 2, document 7-4) and thanked Sea Alarm 
for offering and organizing the course. The course was tailored to European authorities that are in charge of 
coordinating and/or developing an integrated plan for oiled wildlife response preparedness in their country. 
The Meeting also took note of the proposal by the participants of the workshop to have such an event every 
year as a structured European exchange of knowledge and expertise in the field. 

  

https://www.riigiteataja.ee/aktilisa/2300/1201/5001/Est_Latv.pdf
mailto:hermanni.backer@helcom.fi
mailto:sonja.dobo@msb.se
mailto:hugo.nijkamp@sea-larm.org
mailto:laura.meski@helcom.fi
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Agenda Item 8  Wrecks and other submerged hazardous objects 

Documents: 8-1, 8-2 

8.1 The Meeting took note of the outcome of the Second Meeting of the HELCOM Expert Group on 
Environmental Risks of Hazardous Submerged Objects (SUBMERGED 2-2015), which was held on 22-23 April 
2015 in Bonn, Germany (document 8-1). The next meeting of the SUBMERGED (SUBMERGED 3-2015) will 
tentatively (pending final checks with Sweden) be held on 14 -15 October 2015 in Gothenburg, Sweden, back-
to back with the conference “Wrecks of the World III”. 

8.2 The Meeting welcomed the information that Estonia is able to host the face-to-face meeting of 
the SUBMERGED during spring 2015 as indicated in paragraph 9.5 of the outcome of SUBMERGED 2-2015. 

8.3 The Meeting welcomed the project proposal prepared by the Maritime Institute in Gdansk 
together with Maritime Office in Gdynia on creating a database for shipwrecks, which might be a threat to 
Baltic Sea environment (document 8-2). Initial consultations with the Southern Baltic Program Secretariat 
have taken place in May 2015, however the proposal is not limited to the South Baltic countries. The project 
is planned for 2-4 year with a total budget of 1-1.2 million euros.  

8.4 The Meeting requested Contracting Parties to inform Mr. Wojciech Wasowski 
(wwasowski@umgdy.gov.pl) of their interest to participate in the project and noted that the Working Group 
will be informed of further development of the proposal. 

8.5 The Meeting underlined that there are several ongoing initiatives on wreck databases in the 
region, which should be considered when drafting the proposal to avoid duplication of work. 

8.6 The Meeting highlighted the importance of including also other types of submerged hazardous 
objects, such as dumped waste, in the future work on regional wreck databases as well as of strengthening 
input on dumped waste to the SUBMERGED process in general in order to enable a balanced assessment 
project covering all three main topics (warfare material, wrecks and dumped waste). 

8.7 The Meeting noted that Estonia is planning a wreck cleaning operation near Saaremaa but that 
it has not yet started and invited Estonia to present information on the operation to the next meeting of the 
Group.  

Agenda Item 9  Remote Sensing 

9.1 Aerial surveillance 

Documents: 9-1, 9.1-1, 9.1-2, 9.1-3, 9.1-4, 9.1-5, 9.1-6 

9.1 The Meeting took note of the HELCOM Recommendation 34E/4, which was adopted by HELCOM 
36-2015 (document 9-1). The revision consists of a new appendix which can be appended to diplomatic 
clearance applications for surveillance aircraft. 

9.2 The Meeting took note of the outcome of the Annual Meeting of the HELCOM Informal Working 
Group on Aerial Surveillance (IWGAS 2015), which was held on in Sopot, Poland on 10-11 March 2015 
(document 9.1-1). The next meeting of IWGAS (IWGAS 2016) will be held on 8-9 March 2016 in Poland. 

9.3 The Meeting considered the project proposal prepared by the Maritime Institute in Gdańsk 
together with Maritime Office in Gdynia related to aerial surveillance i.e. to find new techniques for 
identification of MARPOL Annex II substances and identification of ships breaking the Sulphur Directive for 
further inspection (document 9.1-5).  

9.4 The Meeting found the project very timely as already identified by IWGAS 2015 (cf. paragraphs 
2.13-2.14 of the Outcome) and requested the Contracting Parties to inform Mr. Wojciech Wasowski 
(wwasowski@umgdy.gov.pl) of their interest to participate in the project and noted that the Response 
Working Group will be informed of further development of the proposal. 

mailto:wwasowski@umgdy.gov.pl
mailto:wwasowski@umgdy.gov.pl
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9.5 The Meeting took note of the report of the Seminar on Remote Sensing, Legal Regulation and 
Initiating Proceedings in Middelburg, which was held on 14-16 April 2015 in the Netherlands (document 9.1-
3). The Meeting requested IWGAS to further look into the conclusions and recommendations and suggested 
to also circulate the report to MARITIME 15-2015 (23-25 November 2015). 

9.6 The Meeting welcomed especially the initiative by the seminar to consider the establishment of 
the European waters as MARPOL Annex II Special Area and, recalled that the Baltic Sea used to be an Annex 
II Special Area but that the designation was revoked with the entry into force of the revised MARPOL Annex 
II in 1 January 2007. 

9.7 The Meeting took note of the presentation by the Secretariat on the draft annual HELCOM 
report on discharges observed during aerial surveillance in the Baltic Sea 2014 (Presentation 3, document 
9.1-2) and approve the report for publishing on the HELCOM web page with some minor corrections. 

9.8 The Secretariat suggested that some further scientific analysis of the correlation between flight 
hours and detected spills could be made for the HELCOM Assessment on Maritime Activities, which is under 
development (cf. paragraph 14.1), and invited the Contracting Parties to consider providing input to the 
assessment on the issue. 

9.9 The Meeting took note of the slightly revised reporting format on aerial surveillance, which is 
now in line with the reporting format for Bonn Agreement (document 9.1-4). 

9.10 The Meeting took note of the information by Denmark on the joint HELCOM-BONN Super CEPCO 
to be held in summer 2015 with Airstation Aalborg (EKYT) as base. A workshop will be arranged on the first 
day in addition to the flight operation. The area to be covered is Kattegat and Skagerrak in Danish, Swedish 
and Norwegian EEZ with one main route and two shorted routes. Participation has been announced by 
Finland, Germany, Ireland, the Netherlands, Norway and Sweden. 

9.11 The Meeting took note of the indicator on illegal oil spills in the Baltic Sea as developed by IWGAS 
2015 (document 9.1-6), considered the boundary for the environmental target, and decided to suggest to 
HOD 48-2015 (10-11 June 2015) that the environmental target is the estimated as total volume of oil spills 
during 2008-2013 calculated per sub-basin, 17 in total (option 1). 

9.2 Use of satellites for detecting illegal discharges 

Documents: 9.2-1 

9.12 The Meeting took note of the EMSA CleanSeaNet Service statistics for HELCOM region covering 
the period 1 January 2014-31 December 2014 (document 9.2-1). 

9.3 STW/AIS/SAT model 

Documents: none 

9.13 The Meeting took note that HELCOM 36-2015 decided to give SeaTrackWeb (STW) the official 
status as HELCOM drift modelling tool for regional response and accordingly requested the Secretariat to 
include relevant references into the HELCOM Response Manual. HOD 48-2015 was to return to the issue of 
financing the maintenance of HELCOM STW based on an amended scheme for financing proposed by 
Sweden. 

9.4 Investigation and prosecution of offenders of anti-pollution regulations 

Documents: none 

9.14 No information was discussed under the Agenda Item. 

Agenda Item 10  Other developments in response strategies and equipment 

10.1 HNS Response 

Documents: 10.1-1 
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10.1 The Meeting took note of the information by Mr. Klaus Daginnus, Chair of the HELCOM Task 
Group on revising the HELCOM Response Manual Volume II (TG HNS MANUAL) on the progress with revising 
the HELCOM Response Manual Volume II (hazardous substances). Four Contracting Parties have so 
participated in the work supported by EMSA. The table of contents for the revised Volume II has been agreed 
on and the work is expected to be finalized by end of 2016. The Meeting preliminary indicated that, if needed, 
the mandate for the Task Group could be prolonged to ensure a good outcome. 

10.2 The Meeting thanked Germany for taking the lead in the process of updating Volume II and 
invited remaining Contracting Parties to actively participate in the work of TG HNS MANUAL. 

10.3 The Meeting welcomed the renewed offer by Denmark to financially support the work on 
updating the Volume II and the initial indication by Finland for possible support and invited other Contracting 
Parties to consider any possibilities for further support. 

10.4 The Meeting took note of the presentation by Mr. Pekka Parkkali, Finnish Border Guard, on the 
ChemSAR project on creating operational plans and standard operational procedures for search and rescue 
(SAR) operations applicable to cases of hazardous and noxious substances (HNS) incidents (Presentation 4, 
document 10.1-1). The concept note has been approved by the Interreg Baltic Sea Region Programme 2014-
2020 and a second phase application is currently being prepared for the three year project starting in January 
2016, if approve. Mr. Parkkali invited any interested partners to take contact (pekka.parkkali@raja.fi). 

10.5 The Meeting noted that there is a need for SOPs for incidents involving chemicals, as planned to 
be produced by the project, welcomed the commitment by the initiative to support the updating of the 
HELCOM Response Manual Volume II, and decided that a support letter should be issued from the HELCOM 
Response Working Group Chair to the ChemSAR project. 

10.6 The Meeting called for close cooperation with the CHEMARE consortium if both projects are 
funded and requested the ChemSAR project to report progress to the Response Working Group. 

 

10.2 Response to oil in ice 

Documents: none 

10.7 The Meeting took note that the draft IMO manual on oil spill response in ice and snow conditions 
was considered at the IMO PPR 2-2015 meeting (19-23 January 2015) and that the sub-committee invited 
interested Member Governments and international organizations to conduct a final review of the guide and 
submit it to IMO PPR 3 (tentatively 15-19 February 2016) for consideration, with a view to finalization. 

10.3 Places of Refuge 

Documents: 10.3-1, 10.3-2, 10.3-3 

10.8 The Meeting took note of the list of members of the HELCOM Correspondence Group on Mutual 
Plan for Places of Refuge and the HELCOM Correspondence Group on Implementation of HELCOM 
Recommendation 31E/5 on Places of Refuge as requested to be circulated by RESPONSE 19-2014 (document 
10.3-3). 

10.9 The Meeting took note of non-mandatory operational guidelines on places of refuge, which have 
been developed by the 'Cooperation Group on Places of Refuge’, comprising all Competent Authorities in the 
EU (document 10.3-1). The guidelines are being finalised and work is on-going in making the guidelines more 
user-friendly by the development of hyperlinked flowcharts. A table top exercise to 'test' the operational 
guidelines, assess outcomes and fine-tune as necessary is planned to take place in the course of 2015. 

10.10 The Meeting took note that during spring 2015 EMSA has audited the status of the places of 
refuge in Finland and that the national plan for taking ships into places of refuge has been updated and sent 
to the EU for evaluation. Feedback is expected during the summer (document 10.3-2). 
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10.4 Response at night/in bad visibility  

Documents: none 

10.11 No issues were discussed under the Agenda Item. 

10.5 Emergency towing 

Documents: none 

10.12 The Meeting took note of the presentation by Lithuania on a study on towing capabilities 
(Presentation 5) and invited other Contracting Parties to also report on their towing capabilities to future 
meetings. 

10.6 Use of dispersants 

Documents: 10.6-1, 10.6-1-Add.1 

10.13 The Meeting took note of the outcome of the Technical Correspondence Group on Dispersants 
(TGG Dispersants), which was established in 2012 by the Consultative Technical Group for Marine Pollution 
Preparedness and Response (CTG MPPR) to produce an overview of the testing procedures for dispersants 
in the EU/EFTA countries (document 10.6-1 and 10.6-1-Add.1). 

Agenda Item 11  Exercises 

Documents: 11-1 

11.1 The Meeting took note of the arctic oil recovery exercise and conference “KEMI ARCTIC 2015”, 
which was held on 24-26 March 2015 in Kemi, Finland, hosted by the Finnish Environment Institute (SYKE), 
and arranged under the HELCOM, Copenhagen and Arctic Agreements. The conference, as first of its kind, 
has received positive response and has been internationally recognized. Due to a strike two ice breakers did 
not take part in the exercise as planned.  

11.2 The Meeting took note that the exercise highlighted some problems with alarming as there were 
long delays in responses and requested Finland to inform CG POLREP on the problem for further 
consideration. 

11.3 The Meeting recalled that hosts for HELCOM BALEX DELTAs up to 2021 have been agreed on as 
can be viewed on the HELCOM web page and agreed that starting from BALEX DELTA 2017 the exercises will 
be held in August and if otherwise decided, the Contracting Parties are to be informed of deviations of this 
general rule 1,5 years in advance to enable planning. 

11.4 The Meeting took note of the information by Poland that the deadline for registering to HELCOM 
BALEX DELTA 2015, to be held on 9-11 September 2015 in the Pomeranian Bay, will be prolonged until 30 
June 2015. The scenario for the exercise will be distributed by beginning of July, also including information 
on the shore response component, which might also include OWR. The Meeting encouraged both ships and 
observers to take part in the exercise. 

11.5 The Meeting took note of the information by Lithuania that planning for HELCOM BALEX DELTA 
2016 is starting up and that the plan is to include both shore response and an OWR component to the 
exercise. 

11.6 The Meeting took note that the large scale marine pollution exercise POLLDRILL, which was 
planned for 2016 in the Wadden Sea hosted by Netherlands, has been cancelled including the Bonn Super 
CEPCO 2016. Norway has preliminary offered to host an exercise in Skagerrak in 2017. 

11.7 The Meeting noted that due to cancellation of the Super CEPCO, no Super CEPCO will be held in 
2016 and invited the Contracting Parties to consider hosting the next HELCOM Super CEPCO. The previous 
Super CEPCO in the Baltic Sea was held in 2013 hosted by Germany. 

http://helcom.fi/action-areas/response-to-spills/helcom-balex-delta-and-other-exercises/
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11.8 The Meeting took note of the information by Germany on an exercise, which took place at the 
off-shore wind park (Baltic-1) on 8 April 2015 with participation of both response vessels and aerial 
surveillance aircraft.  

11.9 The Meeting took note of the information by Lithuania that an oil spill response exercise will 
take place in the Russian EEZ on July 27 2015 between Lithuania, Poland and Russia. 

Agenda Item 12  HELCOM Recommendations and Response Manual 

Documents: 12-1, 12-2, 12-3, 12-4 

12.1 The Meeting took note of HELCOM Recommendation 36/3, which was adopted by HELCOM 36-
2015 (document 12-1) and the fact that as a first step, appropriate steps are needed to migrate from use of 
telefax to e-mails, which involves checking email contacts in the HELCOM Response Manual Volume I. 

12.2 The Meeting recalled the position of Russia at HELCOM 36-2015 that it is not possible to reject 
the existing HELCOM POLREP system and that a technical solution needs to be developed allowing to combine 
the European systems and the current HELCOM system. 

12.3 The Meeting considered that the HELCOM system referred to in Recommendation 36/3 refers 
to agreed means of reliable two way communication for POLREP message exchange (until March 2015 
telefax) covering all the of HELCOM Contracting Parties on an equal basis. 

12.4 The Meeting took note that in the short term the region will likely remain to operate with two 
means of POLREP message exchange as long as Russia is not participating in the EU related networks Safe 
Sea Net (SSN) or the Common Emergency Communication and Information System (CECIS) and as long as 
bridging technical solutions are not available. 

12.5 The Meeting took note of the presentation by EMSA on the POLREP reporting via SSN 
(Presentation 6). 

12.6 The Meeting took note that the SSN High Level Steering Group will on 5 June 2015 decide on a 
proposal to open up SSN POLREP message exchange also to non-EU countries, noted that this could provide 
one important tool in the efforts to combine EU and regional means of POLREP message exchange and called 
for the Contracting Parties to support the initiative at the meeting and requested the Secretariat to circulate 
the results of the discussion to the Contracting Parties. 

12.7 The Meeting stressed that any technical means of implementing the Recommendation 36/3 
requires resources and the involvement of the Russian Federation in more detailed discussions on their 
preferred technical solution is essential for meaningful progress. 

12.8 The Meeting agreed to establish a correspondence group on technical solutions to implement 
Recommendation 36/3 under the chairmanship of Mr. Ojars Gerke, Latvian Coast Guard Service, with the 
terms of Reference as included in Annex 3. 

12.9 The Meeting welcomed that the Secretariat can highlight the importance of the topic during 
HOD 48-2015, and that the Chair of the CG will consider and call for next steps in consultation with the 
Response Chair. 

12.10 The Meeting agreed that June 2017 should be regarded as a deadline for a final proposal from 
the Correspondence Group and if no solution is proposed HELCOM POLREPS will be communicated through 
existing channels. 

12.11 The Meeting agreed to contribute to the progress of adding an OWR related POLREP message 
explicitly to the SSN template by a letter from the Response Chair to the SSN High Level Steering Group in 
coordination with a similar letter to be issued by the OTSOPA chair shortly. The Meeting recalled that the 
OWR and other information is also possible to submit via the freetext message field. 

12.12 The Meeting considered national contact information included in Chapter 1 of HELCOM 
Response Manual Volume I (document 12-2) and the updates provided by Finland (document 12-3). The 
Meeting stressed the importance to have the main alert contacts in Volume I up to date, and if possible also 
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provide additional national level contacts for on-shore response and OWR, as well for aerial surveillance in 
Chapter 7. The Meeting requested the Contracting Parties to provide any outstanding updates on the alert 
information and web links to information on resources to the Secretariat (laura.meski@helcom.fi) by 15 June 
2015. 

12.13 The Meeting took note that the Latvian contact information is valid as it was updated for 
RESPONSE 19-2014. 

12.14 The Meeting recalled that on European level the national response resources can be found in 
the CECIS database where updates can be made continuously and for which a correspondence group will be 
launched shortly, with the Response Chair as contact point in the Baltic Sea region. 

12.15 The Meeting considered the process of revising the response-related HELCOM 
Recommendations (document 12-4). The Meeting requested the Contracting Parties to provide any input on 
identified revision needs or priorities to the Secretariat (hermanni.backer@helcom.fi) at the latest by 15 June 
2015. The Meeting agreed that minor revisions (e.g. outdated legislation references) can be prepared by the 
Secretariat and circulated intersessionally and major revisions and annulments will be considered in future 
meetings of the Response Working Group. 

12.16 The Meeting recalled that led by Sweden the Crisis Communication Network will continue the 
work on drafting proposed amendments for the Response Manual Volume I, as initially presented at 
RESPONSE 19-2014. As an important part of this work, a draft list of communication contacts has been 
created but with gaps in the mass media communication contacts of DK, FI, LT, PL and RU. These Contracting 
Parties are encouraged to inform about the first point of contact in mass media communication in order to 
relieve media pressure on operational staff in case of major regional accident. 

12.17 The Meeting noted that a simple draft webpage has been created by the HELCOM Secretary for 
the Network and if approved, would be available to contain the above information on media contacts of 
response authorities. 

Agenda Item 13  Activities within other organizations and initiatives 

Documents: none 

13.1 The Meeting took note of the outcome of the First Meeting of the ICES Working Group on Risks 
of Maritime Activities in the Baltic Sea (WGMABS) and that several research organisations around the Baltic 
Sea are very interested to develop further the available tools for risk assessments of marine traffic. 

13.2 The Meeting took note that the HELCOM Professional Secretary, Mr. Hermanni Backer, 
presented HELCOM Risk assessment activities at the European Coast Guard Functions Forum meeting on risk 
analysis procedures (21 April 2015, Vantaa, Finland) and that the regular risk analysis for the Baltic Sea region, 
produced by the Baltic Sea Coastguard Cooperation, was mentioned at the meeting, a product which could 
be interesting also for the Response Working Group. 

13.3 The Meeting took note of the outcome of the 11th Inter-Secretariat Meeting between Regional 
Agreements, DG ECHO and EMSA, which was held on 11-12 February 2015 in Lisbon, Portugal, and 
appreciated the Inter Secretariat meetings as important events enabling exchange of experiences across 
European regional seas. The 12th Inter-Secretariat meeting will be held in London on 17 February 2016. 

13.4 The Meeting took note that the Chair of the Response Working Group, Ms. Heli Haapasaari, has 
been nominated as contact person for the Correspondence Group to review the resources database in the 
CECIS for Marine Pollution and to coordinate with Contracting Parties in order to provide input on additional 
types of resources to be included in the CECIS resources database. 

13.5 The Meeting welcomed the idea to start preparations for a joint project application by the 
Regional Seas Secretariats and key partners on a joint open access risk assessment tool to the call for 
prevention and preparedness next year. 
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Agenda Item 14  Any other business 

Documents: 14-1, 14-2 

14.1 The Meeting welcomed the ongoing process with drafting the HELCOM Assessment on Maritime 
Activities in the Baltic to be finalized by end of 2016 (document 14-2) as a product important for the work of 
the Response Working Group, noted that first drafts will be available by the MARITIME 15-2015 (23-25 
November 2015), noted that the HELCOM Secretariat has recruited personnel capable of providing strong 
support for the process and requested the Contracting Parties interested in contributing to the assessment 
to get in touch with the Secretariat (hermanni.backer@helcom.fi). 

14.2 The Meeting updated the list of contact addresses and Observers of the Response Working 
Group (document 14-1) as contained in Annex 4. 

Agenda Item 15  Future work and meetings 

Documents: 15-1 

15.1 The Meeting considered and updated the Work Plan of the Response Working Group 2014-
2016 (document 15-1) as contained in Annex 5.  

15.2 The Meeting decided that the next meeting of the Group (RESPONE 21-2016) will tentatively 
be held on 15-17 March 2016 and welcomed the kind offer by Sweden to host the meeting, likely in 
Stockholm. 

15.3 The Meeting thanked Mr. Tom Lundell, Finnish Border Guard, for his many years of valuable 
contribution to the HELCOM response cooperation and wished him all the best for the well-deserved 
retirement starting next year. 

15.4 The Meeting thanked the EU for hosting the meeting and the kind hospitality. 

Agenda Item 16  Outcome of the Meeting 

Documents:  16-1 

16.1 The Meeting adopted the draft Outcome of the Meeting as contained in document 16-1. 

16.2 The final Outcome of the Meeting has been finalized by the Secretariat and made available on 
the HELCOM Meeting Portal together with the documents and presentation given during the Meeting. 

mailto:hermanni.backer@helcom.fi
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Annex 1 List of Participants 
Representing Name Organisation Email address  

Chair Heli Haapasaari Chair of the RESPONSE heli.haapasaari@environment.fi 

Denmark Alex Jensen Defence Command Denmark pol.con.den@sok.dk 

Estonia Marit Mätik Estonian Ministry of the Interior marit.matik@siseministeerium.ee 

Estonia Triin Vokk Ministry of the Environment triin.vokk@envir.ee 

Estonia Priit Saar Police and Border Guard Board priit.saar@politsei.ee 

European Union Asta Mackeviciute European Commission DG ECHO asta.mackeviciute@ec.europa.eu 

European Union Victor Diaz European Maritime Safety Agency (EMSA) victor.diazseco@emsa.europa.eu 

European Union Sandro Nuccio European Commission DG MOVE sandro.nccio@ec.europa.eu 

European Union Maik Schmahl European Commission DG MOVE maik.schmahl@ec.europa.eu 

Finland Magnus Nyström Ministry of the Environment magnus.nystrom@environment.fi 

Finland Kalervo Jolma Finnish Environment Institute (SYKE) kalervo.jolma@ymparisto.fi 

Finland Tom Lundell Finnish Border Guard tom.lundell@raja.fi 

Finland Pekka Parkkali Finnish Border Guard pekka.parkkali@raja.fi 

Germany Michael Akkermann Central Command for Maritime Emergencies MAkkermann@havariekommando.de 

Germany Klaus Daginnus Chair of TG HNS MANUAL/Free and Hanseatic City of Hamburg klaus.daginnus@bsu.hamburg.de 

Latvia Laura Mazmaca State Environmental Service laura.mazmaca@vvd.gov.lv 

Latvia Ojars Gerke Latvian Coast Guard Service ojars.gerke@mrcc.lv 

Lithuania Igor Kuzmenko MRCC of the Lithuanian NAVY igor.kuzmenko@mil.lt 

Poland Joanna Ignasiak Ministry of Infrastructure and Development joanna.ignasiak@mir.gov.pl 

Poland Erwin Mazur  Regional Headquarters of the State Fire Service in Gdansk emazur@kmpsp.gda.pl  

Poland Wojciech  Wasowski Maritime Office in Gdynia wwasowski@umgdy.gov.pl 

Poland Magdalena Wesolowska Maritime Office in Szczecin mwesolowska@ums.gov.pl 

Sweden Bernt Stedt Swedish Coast Guard bernt.stedt@coastguard.se 

Sweden Sonja Dobo Swedish Civil Contingencies Agency (MSB) sonja.dobo@msb.se 

Sweden Lars-Erik Svärd Swedish CoastGuard Flight division lars-erik.svard@coastguard.se 

Observer Hugo Nijkamp Sea Alarm hugo.nijkamp@sea-alarm.org 

Observer Paul Kelway Sea Alarm pkelway@sea-alarm.org 
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Observer Saskia Sessions Sea Alarm saskia@sea-alarm.org 

Observer Agni Kaldma WWF agni@elfond.ee 

HELCOM Secretariat Monika Stankiewicz Executive Secretary monika.stankiewicz@helcom.fi 

HELCOM Secretariat Hermanni Backer Professinal Secretary hermanni.backer@helcom.fi 

HELCOM Secretariat Laura Meski Assisting Professional Secretary laura.meski@helcom.fi 
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Annex 2 Proposed HELCOM response sub-regions 

 



RESPONSE 20-2015 
ANNEX 3 

 

 

Page 18 of 26 
 

Annex 3 Terms of Reference of HELCOM CG POLREP II 
 

Terms of Reference of HELCOM CG POLREP II  

(Correspondence Group on implementation of Recommendation 36/3 on means of communication to be 

used for helcom polreps when alerting and requesting/offering assistance for pollution incidents at sea and 

on the shore in Baltic Sea area) 

 

1. Period of validity 

The HELCOM CG POLREP II starts to work after the closure of RESPONSE 20-2015 meeting and will end its 

work by June 2017. 

 

2. Tasks 

The Correspondence Group HELCOM CG POLREP II will, by June 2017, follow up on the implementation of 

Recommendation 36/3 adopted in March 2015, especially by: 

1. Identifying and describing a technical solution enabling exchange of POLREP messages in the Baltic 

Sea region which is acceptable and used by all Contracting Parties. 

2. Unanimously recommending next steps to implement the needed technical solutions 

3. Reporting the findings on points 1.&2. to RESPONSE WG at least for each RESPONSE Meeting taking 

place during the CG working period. 

3. Members and Chairing 

The initial CG POLREP II members are assumed to be the former members of the TG POLREP (2013-2015). 

All Contracting Parties are invited to participate in the work of the CG.  

Additional delegates of the Contracting Parties should be nominated by HELCOM RESPONSE Heads of 

Delegations, via mail to the HELCOM Secretariat. 

Delegates from HELCOM Observer organisations can be, if appropriate, nominated by the HELCOM contact 

point of the Observer organization, via mail to the HELCOM Secretariat. 

The Correspondence Group will be Chaired by Mr. Ojars Gerke, Latvian Coast Guard. 

 

4. Working Procedures 

The Correspondence Group will: 
 

1. follow the Rules of Procedure of the Helsinki Commission, mutatis mutandis. 
2. Decide internally on division of work including the need of face to face meetings 
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Annex 4 Contact addresses and Observers of HELCOM Response Working Group 

Contact addresses of the HELCOM Response Working Group in the Contracting Parties  
*) Head of Delegation 

Representing Name Organization E-mail address 

Chair Heli Haapasaari 
 

Finnish Environment Institute (SYKE) 
 

heli.haapasaari@environment.fi  
 

Vice-chair Sonja Dobo 
 

Swedish Civil Contingencies Agency (MSB) sonja.dobo@msb.se  

Vice-chair Ojars Gerke 
 

Latvian Coast Guard Service ojars.gerke@mrcc.lv  
 

Denmark Alex Jensen*) 
 

Defence Command pol.con.den@sok.dk  

Estonia Marit Mätik *) Ministry of the Interior marit.matik@siseministeerium.ee  
 

Estonia Triin Vokk *) Ministry of the Environment 
 

Triin.Vokk@envir.ee  

Estonia Martin Lambing Ministry of the Interior martin.lambing@siseministeerium.ee  
 

Estonia Priit Saar 
 

Police and Border Guard Board priit.saar@politsei.ee  

European Union Asta Mackeviciute *) 
 

European Commission, DG ECHO  asta.mackeviciute@ec.europa.eu  

European Union Victor Diaz Seco European Maritime Safety Agency (EMSA) victor.diazseco@emsa.europa.eu  
 

European Union Clémentine Leroy European Commission, DG Environment clementine.leroy@ec.europa.eu  

European Union Sandro Nuccio European Commission, DG MOVE sandro.nuccio@ec.europa.eu  

Finland Magnus Nyström *) Ministry of the Environment 
 

magnus.nystrom@environment.fi  

Finland Niklas Karlman Government of Åland niklas.karlman@regeringen.ax  
 

Finland Jorma Rytkönen Finnish Environment Institute (SYKE) 
 

jorma.rytkonen@ymparisto.fi  
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Germany Michael Akkermann *) 
 

Central Command for Maritime Emergencies (CCME) 
 

MAkkermann@havariekommando.de  
 

Germany Karsten Petersen 
 

Central Command for Maritime Emergencies (CCME) 
 

KPetersen@havariekommando.de  
 

Latvia Evija Smite *) State Environmental Service 
 

evija.smite@vvd.gov.lv  
 

Latvia Laura Mazmaca 
 

State Environmental Service laura.mazmaca@vvd.gov.lv  
 

Lithuania Igor Kuzmenko *) 
 

MRCC of the Lithuanian Navy igor.kuzmenko@mil.lt  

Poland Marek Reszko *) 
 

Maritime Search and Rescue Service 
 

marek.reszko@sar.gov.pl  
 

Poland Joanna Ignasiak Ministry of Infrastructure and Development 
 

joanna.ignasiak@mir.gov.pl  

Poland Wojciech Wasowski 
 

Maritime Office in Gdynia wojciech.wasowski@umgdy.gov.pl  

Poland Magdalena Wesolowska 
 

Maritime Office in Szczecin mwesolowska@ums.gov.pl  

Poland Tbd National Water Management Authority (KZGW) 
  

 

Russia Natalia Kutaeva *) 
 

State Marine Emergency and Rescue Coordination Service of 
the Russian Federation (SMRCS) 

kutaevang@smpcsa.ru  

Sweden Bernt Stedt *) Swedish Coast Guard 
 

bernt.stedt@coastguard.se  

Sweden Alexander von Buxhoeveden 
 

Swedish Coast Guard alexander.von.buxhoeveden@coastguard.se  

Sweden Mikael Wolfbrandt Ministry of Defence mikael.wolfbrandt@regeringskansliet.se  
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Contact addresses of HELCOM Response Working Group in the Observer organizations 

Representing Name Organization E-mail address 

Baltic Sea Parliamentary Conference (BSPC) Martina Kramer 
 

Landtag Mecklenburg-
Vorpommern 

europaausschuss@landtag-mv.de  

BIMCO Peter Lundahl Rasmussen BIMCO 
 

plr@bimco.org  

Coalition Clean Baltic (CCB) Gunnar Norén 
 

Coalition Clean Baltic (CCB) gunnar.noren@ccb.se  

European Sea Ports Organisation (ESPO) Kirsti Tarnanen-Sariola 
 

Finnish Port Association 
 

kirsti.tarnanen-sariola@satamaliitto.fi  

European Community Shipowners' 
Association (ECSA) 

Benoit Loicq 
 

European Community 
Shipowners' Association (ECSA) 

Loicq@ecsa.eu  

KIMO International Camilla Witt 
 

KIMO Baltic Sea 
 

camilla.witt@kimobaltic.eu  

OSPAR OSPAR Secretariat OSPAR Secretariat secretariat@ospar.org  
 

OSPAR/Bonn Agreement John Mouat OSPAR Secretariat 
 

john.mouat@ospar.org  
 

Bonn Agreement Alexander von Buxhoeveden Chair of BONN OTSOPA 
Swedish Coast Guard 

alexander.von.buxhoeveden@coastguard.se  

Sea Alarm Hugo Nijkamp Sea Alarm Foundation nijkamp@sea-alarm.org  

WWF Sanna Kuningas WWF Finland sanna.kuningas@www.fi 
 

WWF Katarzyna Pietrasik WWF Poland Kpietrasik@wwf.pl  
 

WWF Mattias Rust WWF Sweden mattias.rust@wwf.se  
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Annex 5 Work Plan of Response Working Group 2014-2016 
ACTION INTERSESSIONAL ACTIVITIES/ 

RESPONSIBLE 
RESULTS/ 
TIME FRAME 

Maintain and further develop the standing operational network for trans-national response in case of 
incidents 

Keep HELCOM Response Manual up 
to date including current 
Volume I (oil) as well as the new 
Volume III (response on the shore) 

Contracting Parties/Secretariat 
EWG SHORE 

Continuously 
Scrutiny at HELCOM 
RESPONSE  

Improve the usability and ease of 
updating of HELCOM Response 
Manuals by exploring new electronic 
means of publishing including i.a. 
smartphone apps. 

Secretariat Continuously 
Scrutiny at HELCOM 
RESPONSE  

Carry out a major revision of Volume 
II (chemicals) 

Contracting Parties/Secretariat 
TG HNS MANUAL 

Report by HELCOM 
RESPONSE 2016 
(possibly need for 
extension of the 
deadline) 

Carry out operational and other kinds 
of exercises  
 

Lead Countries/Contracting Parties 
 
BALEX DELTA 2015: Lead Country 
Poland (9-11 September 2015 in the 
Pomeranian Bay) 
BALEX DELTA 2016: Lead Country 
Lithuania 
 
Other HELCOM and sub-regional 
exercises 
 
On shore response exercises and 
OWR exercises, which can be 
combined with other exercises, as 
appropriate. 

Annual activities  
 

Build and follow up new knowledge 
on dispersants’ use and applicability 
in the Baltic Sea 

Contracting Parties Continuously  

Implement a three-tier approach to ensure adequate response to incidents in the Baltic Sea Area, with a 
special focus on the second tier (sub-regional level) 

Based upon national and regional risk 
assessments on oil and chemical 
pollution prepare concrete sub-
regional and regional targets for the 
response preparedness  

Contracting Parties 
 
Correspondence Group on HELCOM 
Rec 28E/12 and 31/1 led by Finland 
 
Possible workshop on national and 
sub-regional preparedness targets to 
be arranged by Finland if needed 

Continuously 
 
CG to report by 
RESPONSE 21-2016 
 
 

Develop tools and methodology for 
regular regional assessments of 
maritime risks  

Contracting Parties 
RESPONSE 
MARITIME (SAFE NAV) 
(including wider cooperation with 
e.g. other regional seas conventions) 

Consider at RESPONSE 
21-2016 
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Conclude/implement sub-regional 
agreements 

Contracting Parties Continuously 

Co-operate by conducting trainings 
and organizing exchange 
programmes to ensure swift and 
adequate response capacity to 
shoreline pollution and to develop 
best practices  

Contracting Parties 
EWG SHORE 

Continuously 

Further develop and implement 
Response Manual Volume III 
(response on the shore) 
 
Ensure that adequate equipment and 
capacities for response on the shore 
are in place 
 
Ensure that response on the shore is 
integrated with overall contingency 
planning 
 
Make proposals on how to improve 
access to national and regional 
information on sensitive areas and 
sensitive coasts 
 
Provide annual cross-border or 
international exercises 
 
Follow up the outcome of relevant 
projects 
 
Ensure wide participation 

Contracting Parties 
 
EWG SHORE to continue its work 
2013-2016 

Continuously 

Carry out Baltic wide mapping of 
prioritised coastal areas (sensitivity 
mapping). 

Contracting Parties  
EWG SHORE (Lead Sweden) 
Other HELCOM Groups  

Consider possible 
regional project at 
RESPONSE 21-2016 

Integrate oiled wildlife response 
(OWR) into existing contingency 
plans  

Exchange of information on 
development of national OWR plans, 
authority-NGO cooperation, national 
trainings and exercises 

Develop OWR protocols and facilities 

Develop OWR preparedness and 
response 

Ensure wide participation 

Contracting Parties, Sea Alarm, WWF 
Finland and other stakeholders. 
 
Expert Working Group on Oiled 
Wildlife Response (EWG OWR) 2013-
2016 

Reports to RESPONSE  

Larger event on Post Release Survival 
and Euthanasia of oiled birds  

The event to be integrated into an 
international European Conference 

2016 
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to be organized by Sea Alarm in early 
2016 

Enhance co-operation with regard to places of refuge according to HELCOM Recommendation 31E/5 

Make the Mutual Plan for Places of 
Refuge operational and implemented 
within/through sub-regional 
agreements 

Contracting Parties 
 

Continuously 
Reports to RESPONSE 
and MARITIME 

Ratify the relevant compensation and 
liability conventions according to 
HELCOM Rec 31E/5 

Contracting Parties 
Secretariat to provide update of the 
ratification status of relevant 
conventions at each RESPONSE 
meeting 

Reports to RESPONSE 
and MARITIME 

Detection, investigation and prosecution of anti-pollution regulations 

Co-ordinate aerial surveillance flights 
and harmonize aerial surveillance 
with satellite surveillance 

IWGAS (Lead Country 2015-2016: 
Poland) 
In co-operation with EMSA 
(CleanSeaNet) 

Meetings of IWGAS and 
RESPONSE  

Identify operational needs for 
satellite surveillance in each sub-
region of the Baltic 

IWGAS  Continuously  

Carry out CEPCO and other flights: Lead Countries/Contracting Parties 
 
HELCOM/BONN SUPER CEPCO 
summer  2015 hosted by Denmark 
 
CEPCO South mid-June2016 hosted 
by Poland 
 
CEPCO North in autumn 2016 hosted 
by Finland 
 
 

Annual activities 

Harmonize aerial surveillance 
reporting systems with Bonn 
Agreement area 

IWGAS  Continuously  

Maintain Seatrack Web/AIS/SAT for 
improved identification of possible 
polluters 

STW/AIS/SAT partnership Continuously  

Co-operate/assist and exchange 
experience in investigations  

Contracting Parties Continuously 

Co-operate with the Network of the 
Prosecutors on Environmental Crime 
(ENPRO) 

Contracting Parties/Secretariat Continuously 

Carry out information exchange about offshore activities to be able to respond to accidental spills from 
such installations 

Report on ongoing/planned offshore 
activities (exploration/exploitation) 

Contracting Parties When applicable 

Collect information/exchange experience/promote development and use of new technology and best 
practices 
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Collect and publish information on 
shipping accidents and response 
operations in the Baltic and their 
impact on marine environment 

Secretariat/ Contracting Parties in 
cooperation with HELCOM 
MARITIME  
Data flows from EMSA’s EMCIP to be 
established 

Annual report on 
shipping accidents in 
the Baltic 
Thematic Assessment 
on Maritime Activities 
by 2016 

Developing response related 
indicators such as the indicator on 
illegal spills 

RESPONSE and sub-groups Consider at RESPONSE 
21-2016 

Keep track of studies on effects of 
and response to oil spills on the sea-
bed (sunken oil).   

RESPONSE Meetings of RESPONSE 

National and sub-regional reports on 
response operations and lessons 
learned 

Contracting Parties Meetings of RESPONSE  

Compile and publish regional 
summaries of response operations 
and lessons learned 

Secretariat/ Contracting Parties 
EWG SHORE 
 

Meetings of RESPONSE 
 
Maritime Assessment 
2016 
 
New chapter to be 
added to the Annual 
report on shipping 
accidents in the Baltic 
 

Collect information on observed 
deliberate, illegal oil discharges, 
other substances and unknown 
substances and related statistics 

Secretariat/ Contracting Parties Annual report on 
discharges observed 
during aerial 
surveillance 

Thematic Assessment 
on Maritime Activities 
by 2016  

Indicator on oil spills 

Update HELCOM map and data 
service with RESPONSE related 
information  

Further develop regional 
preparedness and response related 
services including HELCOM 
SeaTrackWeb, HELCOM AIS, HELCOM 
POLREP, HELCOM GIS towards a 
second generation HELCOM oil 
response information system  

Secretariat/ Contracting Parties Annually 

Operational and technical solution 
transmitting HELCOM POLREPs 
linking CECIS and SSN and regional 
systems  

Secretariat/ Contracting Parties 
CG POLREP 

Latest by June 2017 and 
continuously, as 
appropriate 

Exchange information with other 
regional agreements 

Chair/Secretariat  Meetings between 
regional agreements, 
EMSA and DG ECHO 
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Enhance use and development of 
technology to respond to accidents 
at night, in bad visibility, in bad 
weather, oil on ice, accidents 
involving heavy oil, chemical 
incidents 

Contracting Parties  Meetings of RESPONSE 

Collect and assess information on 
submerged hazardous objects 
including contaminated and 
potentially polluting wrecks and 
maintain work on dumped chemical 
munitions  

HELCOM Expert Group on 
Environmental Risks of Hazardous 
Submerged Objects (HELCOM 
SUBMERGED) 2014-2016 
 
 

Meetings of RESPONSE 

Thematic Assessment 
publication by 2016 

 


